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Fraudo, ergo Sum.
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Ch.3 VR Headge
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The move here stemmed from a desire to inhabit a
closed room; consequently, no sense of confinement
exists. Living in a sealed space proves quite comfortable.
However, all sense of division dissolves. What initially
presents as a closed room suddenly transforms into an
infinitely vast space. The divisions are virtual; the extent
of their reach remains totally unknown.
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Once accustomed to these virtual divisions, the
acceptance follows that whether the environment
manifests as a city or a deserted wasteland, it remains a
homogenous digital space and the divisions are tentative.
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This resignation, however, does not last. The body
remains conservative, unable to forget its acquired raw
divisions.

The experience equates to being inside a capsule while
the mind wanders endlessly.

Does not lie the boundary between the body and the
"outside"?
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Answering that requires a deeper understanding of
the VR system’ s mechanics. Intellectual knowledge is
insufficient; learning to use the body and controlling
freely is the necessity.

As things stand, the situation is indistinguishable from
forced imprisonment and arbitrary manipulation.
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With that in mind, a few hours ago—presumably—an
attempt was made to rise from the chair and explore the
room.

However, for some reason, the hips would not lift. It was
not numbness so much as the sensation of the body
commanding something unexpected, despite the lower
body being missing.
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The arms could wave around on the desk, but the
posture in front of the monitor remained frozen, as if
existence only continued from the waist up.
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Is this the reality of paralysis and wheelchair use?
How, then, was it possible to access the toilet, the
bathroom, or the town until now?

Is the entire perceived world merely an electronically
generated virtual world?
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Perhaps that is acceptable. Does it mean physical
freedom is limited to the range of the hands? If so, the
only option is to perform to the best of one's ability
within that range.
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Memory is hazy, but the sensations of walking around
possessed a physical vividness completely different from
the world on the monitor. Was it the difference between
a two-dimensional screen and the three-dimensional
images of a VR system?
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How is it possible to move from inside this virtual

image into the "real" world, whether three- or four-

dimensional?
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Perhaps this is a test to master the skill independently,
or fail. The knowledge that these trials and errors are
being observed is infuriating. It feels no different from
being held captive and made a spectacle. Preparation for
the role of a guinea pig had been made, but the reality is
becoming unbearable.
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While conversing with Phiona, the self-proclaimed
generative Al, the realization surfaced that controlling
algorithms with a keyboard is considered outdated.
That is understood. But if that is the case, how is access
possible without a keyboard and mouse?
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Pounding away at the keyboard revealed no such
manual. Naturally, Phiona was questioned. She was
unusually brusque, providing only a short amount of
text: "There is no manual. Just do as you please."
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The meaning of "do as you please" remained unclear,
but the decision was made not to press further. Her tone
seemed insincere, as if further questions were prohibited.
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Suddenly, the question arose as to why meals are
enjoyed without ever being served anything disliked.
This likely occurs because sensors implanted in the body
read the physical condition, and food is prepared in
conjunction with researched personal data.
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No—in this case, nutrition is likely supplied via a

tube connected directly to the stomach, while the
consciousness is simply fed signals of "delicious food" or
"favorite food."
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In any case, the sense of taste is clearly being controlled
via sensors. If so, how can the sensor be made to react?
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The sensor must have already received the intention to
stand up. Yet, it was ignored.

The attempt to stand did not occur because of a genuine
physical impulse, but because of a thought. Does this
sensor system ignore the "cogito" and read the intensity
of intentions instead?
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How can intentions be controlled?

There is no such thing as consciousness completely

devoid of intention. Whatever the object of

consciousness, some kind of intention always follows.
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Reflecting on it, the inability to stand occurred after the
exchange with Phiona, when her cold reply triggered a
slight irritation.
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"disappointment," but a change in emotion—a negative

It was not a consciousness of "puzzle" or

intention. The sensor may have read this and paralyzed

the lower body.
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In fact, just now, when the urge to urinate surfaced,
standing was attempted. Despite the lingering afterglow
of sleep paralysis and a slight stumble, standing was
possible. The thought was focused on going to the
bathroom.
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However, after a few steps, a sudden stumble led to a
collapse. Standing became impossible. With no other

choice, crawling began, hands scratching at the floor.

It felt as if the entire body were being sucked into the
floor; breath became short.
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Half-abandoned, hands were slammed violently against
the floor. No pain was felt. The fists continued to strike
the floor even more ferociously. Blood began to ooze,
and the next moment, the fists turned into lumps of
flesh, exposing bone. Still, no pain.
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This prompted laughter. Had the video processing been
stolen from a cheap horror movie? The program was too
rip-off.

As soon as that thought occurred, the body returned to
its original position at the desk and monitor.
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OK, cynicism is a negative motivation, and such

motivation is rewarded with a reset.

It seems the default state is set to this desk and the

body facing it.

What action exists that does not return to this default?
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Yelling and waving arms proved futile, so the monitor
was grabbed and shaken. Gaining momentum, the
monitor was pulled closer and jerked up and down.
Nothing changed. The face was brought closer to the
LCD screen and struck against it with the forehead.
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Then, the surface, which should have been hard, became
jelly-like. The face became embedded in it; vision
vanished. It felt like wearing a slimy mask. An attempt
was made to throw it away, but it felt like floating in
sludge water with no way out.
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Whether sitting or standing was no longer clear. There
was only struggling. Fumbling for the keyboard to turn it
off resulted only in touching a gooey liquid; nothing solid
remained.

Tricked. There was nothing to be done.
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Consciousness remained—presumably—but there was no
choice but to entrust everything to the darkness.
Somewhere in the distance, a phone was ringing...



